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he Statue of Liberty is a colossal neoclassical sculpture on Liberty Island in New York
THarbor, designed by Frédéric Bartholdi and dedicated on October 28, 1886. The statue,
a gift to the United States from the people of France, is of a robed female figure representing
Libertas, the Roman goddess of freedom, who bears a torch and a tabula ansata (a tablet
evoking the law) upon which is inscribed the date of the American Declaration of Independence,
July 4, 1776. A broken chain lies at her feet. The statue has become an icon of freedom and of
the United States.

Bartholdi was inspired by French law professor and politician Edouard René de Laboulaye,
who commented in 1865 that any monument raised to American independence would properly
be a joint project of the French and American peoples. Due to the troubled political situation
in France, work on the statue did not commence until the early 1870s. In 1875, Laboulaye
proposed that the French finance the statue and the Americans provide the pedestal and
the site. Bartholdi completed the head and the torch-bearing arm before the statue was fully
designed, and these pieces were exhibited for publicity at international expositions. The arm was
displayed at the Centennial Exposition in 1876 and in New York's Madison Square Park from
1876 to 1882. Fundraising proved difficult, especially for the Americans, and by 1885 work on
the pedestal was threatened due to lack of funds. Publisher Joseph Pulitzer of the World started
a drive for donations to complete the project that attracted more than 120,000 contributors, most
of whom gave less than a dollar. The statue was constructed in France, shipped overseas in
crates, and assembled on the completed pedestal on what was then called Bedlam's Island.
The statue's completion was marked by New York's first ticker-tape parade and a dedication
ceremony presided over by President Grover Cleveland.

The statue was administered by the United States Lighthouse Board until 1901 and then by
the Department of War; since 1933 it has been maintained by the National Park Service. The
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statue was closed for renovation for much of 1938. In the early 1980s, it was found to have
deteriorated to such an extent that a major restoration was required. While the statue was
closed from 1984 to 1986, the torch and a large part of the internal structure were replaced.
After the September 11 attacks in 2001, it was closed for reasons of safety and security; the
pedestal reopened in 2004 and the statue in 2009, with limits on the number of visitors allowed
ascending to the crown. The statue, including the pedestal and base, closed beginning on
October 29, 2011 for up to a year so that a secondary staircase and other safety features can be
installed; Liberty Island remains open. Public access to the balcony surrounding the torch has

been barred for safety reasons since 1916.
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Helen: Have you ever been to America?

. WEEEEL?

Ann: | just got back from vacation in New York.
s MDA L R B,

Helen: Did you go to the Statue of Liberty?
. BREFE B LR T2
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Ann:  Of course, itis very big.

s LR BIRK,

Helen: ltis said that it is the symbol of the United States.

B EREREENRIE.

Ann:  Yes, its official name is "Liberty Enlightening the World".

% W, ERERATUE B b ERTTRT,

Helen: It must be cool!

e B R

Ann:  The statue of spiral steps in the body that tourists who can surmount its head, this is equivalent to
climb a house 12 stories of the building

L MR NIESERI B IR R L B, XA TR R 12 BEiE S,

Helen: Woo! I'd like to see the Statue of Liberty.

e R ROEXREEB B
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The Brooklyn Bridge was initially designed by German immigrant John Augustus Roebling,

who had previously designed and constructed shorter suspension bridges, such as
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Roebling's Delaware Aqueduct in Lackawaxen, Pennsylvania, Waco Suspension Bridge in
Waco, Texas, and the John A. Roebling Suspension Bridge in Cincinnati, Ohio.

On that first day, a total of 1,800 vehicles and 150,300 people crossed what was then the
only land passage between Manhattan and Brooklyn. Emily Warren Roebling was the first to
cross the bridge. The bridge's main span over the East River is 1,595 feet 6 inches (486.3 m).
The bridge cost $15.5 million to build and approximately 27 people died during its construction.

One week after the opening, on May 30, 1883, a rumor that the Bridge was going to collapse
caused a stampede, which crushed and killed at least twelve people. On May 17, 1884, P. T.
Barnum helped to squelch doubts about the bridge's stability — while publicizing his famous
circus —when one of his most famous attractions, Jumbo, led a parade of 21 elephants over the
Brooklyn Bridge.

Night view of Brooklyn Bridge. At the time the bridge was built, the aerodynamics of bridge
building had not been worked out. Bridges were not tested in wind tunnels until the 1950s — well

after the collapse of the original Tacoma Narrows Bridg.
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Tom:  Look! It is magnificent.

. F, BERZEHEm!

Susan: Yes. Its total length is 5,989 feet! It is the longest suspension bridge in the world from its
opening until 1903, and the first steel-wire suspension bridge.

il BEF, ELK 5989 KR MIFHF 1903 4 E—EHEMA RERKMNERE. mMAEEE A
ME A EE.
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Tom:  When itis opened?

i ERA ARHEIT R

Susan: It's opened in May 24, 1883.

FH. 18834 5 H 24 H ERFFHN,

Tom:  Who did build the miracles?

it RUEEEIE T X PETEIH AT TR AT

Susan: The designer is John Rob Lin.

S ARRIVIZLURR L6« Bk,

Tom:  Susan, It's just an amazing feeling up here.
i IR, EATEAR LA AT

Susan: It said that night view of Brooklyn Bridge is more beautiful.

Sl UL ERIR R EE,

V"%“Jﬂ i BJE%E 2

ocabulary /] |
initially [i'nifali] Fcf0 construct [kon'strakt] #5418
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stampede [steem 'pi:d] AFEFHERRY attractions [o'treek fons] 5| A 24k
jumbo ['dzambau] EHY elephants ['elifants] %
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Central Park is a public park at the center of Manhattan in New York City, United States.
The park initially opened in 1857, on 843 acres (3.41 km?) of city-owned land. In 1858,

Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux won a design competition to improve and expand
the park with a plan they entitled the Greensward Plan. Construction began the same year,
continued during the American Civil War, and was completed in 1873.
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Designated a National Historic Landmark in 1963, the park is currently managed by the
Central Park Conservancy under contract with the city government. The Conservancy is a
nonprofit organization that contributes 85% of Central Park's $37.4 million dollar annual budget,
and employs 80% of the park's maintenance staff.

Central Park, which has been a National Historic Landmark since 1963, was designed by
landscape designer and writer Frederick Law Olmsted and the English architect Calvert Vaux in
1858 after winning a design competition. They also designed Brooklyn's Prospect Park. Central
Park is bordered on the north by West 110th Street, on the south by West 59th Street, on the
west by Eighth Avenue. Along the park's borders, these streets are known as Central Park
North, Central Park South, and Central Park West respectively. Only Fifth Avenue along the
park's eastern border retains its name.

The park, which receives approximately thirty-five million visitors annually, is the most visited
urban park in the United States. It was opened on 770 acres (3.1 km?) of city-owned land and
was expanded to 843 acres (3.41 km* 1.317 sq mi). It is 2.5 miles (4 km) long between 59th
Street (Central Park South) and 110th Street (Central Park North), and is 0.5 miles (0.8 km)
wide between Fifth Avenue and Central Park West. It is similar in size to San Francisco's Golden

Gate Park, Vancouver's Stanley Park, and Munich's Englischer Garten.
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Li Mei: Hi, Lucy. Next week we will go to the Central Dark, can you give me some advice?

i WREF, B, RATPRESFRAE, fRGER—LEEID?

Lucy: Of course! | suggest you don't miss these attractions: the Central Park Zoo, Delacorte

Theatre, Bethesda Fountain and Sheep Grassland.

B AT REWRMAEES DR AR E . ShE AR, SamUR | A E R X R AL

Li Mei: The Delacorte Theatre?

i ERIERREIBT?

Lucy: Yes, every summer there are performances of Shakespeare, this is the public theatre
performances in Joseph PaPu Theater starring as and absolutely free cable ticket.

B RR, BEERXERASTICERETEL, X B A RIBE R L) BIR B E 00
H, W R RERE,

Li Mei: Really? Then, | must go to watch it!

Pl ERMD? SXHEUE, R—EEEEE!

Lucy: And the Central Park Zoo is also great. The garden can be distinguished into sea lions
performance area, the polar caps area and tropical rain forest region.

. BEPRAESE, ENATX A REX . R B DRI AKX,

Li Mei: Ok, thanks for your advice.

B AR, BHSORIERIX!

w R RiEkEFic
ocabulary //////////////////////// |

design [di'zain] %1t

currently ['karantli] 2477
conservancy [kon'sorvonsi| £ H
maintenance ['meintonans] Z:4H
respectively [ri'spektivli] 4%k

entitle [in'taitl] 4 Ay
government ['gavonmant] FZJiF
budget ['badzit] THE

architect ['akitekt] 3
annually ['enjusli] 4 B
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The Empire State Building is a 102-story landmark skyscraper and American cultural icon in
New York City at the intersection of Fifth Avenue and West 34th Street. It has a roof height

of 1,250 feet (381 meters), and with its antenna spire included, it stands a total of 1,454 feet

(443.2 m) high. Its name is derived from the nickname for New York-the Empire State. It stood
as the world's tallest building for 40 years, from its completion in 1931 until construction of the
World Trade Center's North Tower was completed in 1972. Following the destruction of the
World Trade Center in 2001, the Empire State Building reclaimed the position of tallest building
in New York (although it was no longer the tallest in the world). Once the new One World Trade
Center is completed, the Empire State Building will once again be demoted to second tallest
building in New York.

The Empire State Building is designed in the distinctive Art Deco style, and has been
named by the American Society of Civil Engineers as one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern
World. The building and its street floor interior are designated landmarks of the New York City
Landmarks Preservation Commission, and confirmed by the New York City Board of Estimate.
It was designated as a National Historic Landmark in 1986. In 2007, it was ranked number one
on the List of America's Favorite Architecture according to the AlA. The building is owned and
managed by W&H Properties. The Empire State Building is currently the third tallest skyscraper
in the United States (after the Willis Tower and Trump International Hotel and Tower, both in
Chicago), and the 15th tallest in the world. It is also the fourth-tallest freestanding structure in
the Americas. The Empire State Building is currently undergoing a $550 million renovation, with
$120 million spent in an effort to transform the building into a more energy efficient and eco-
friendly structure Receiving a gold Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
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rating in September 2011, the Empire State Building is the tallest LEED certified building in the
United States.
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Jack: Lucy, Have you ever heard The Empire State?

Aoi: EEPE, PRUTULE R E R ERS 2

Lucy: Of course! Itis the symbol of the economic recovery.

TP HRT, EEEEKFESNRIE.

Jack:  Woo! | heard that it is the tallest building in New York.

A HED ROTUCE BRTRAILE &k,

Lucy: Notanymore, the freedom tower has replaced
it now.

P BUERRT, FHECZRRTE.

Jack:  Lucy, How do you know so much about The Empire:
State?

At EEPE, REAFIEIAZY?

Lucy: Because | have studied all the buildings in New
York.

P FOARESM AR ALNE B,




