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Cats are the most popular pets among Americans. So it is not surprising that there are
many expressions about cats. Some cats like to catch small birds, like canaries. If someone
looks very proud or satisfied with himself, we say he looks like the cat that ate the canary.

Sometimes, a cat likes to play with a small animal it catches.

So if you play cat and mouse with someone, you change between different kinds of
behavior when dealing with another person. For example, a child might offer something
sweet to her little brother and then take it away when he reaches for it.

A cat will often catch a small animal and present it to its owner. The saying that looks
like something the cat dragged in describes something in bad condition.

Two old and funny expressions describe something that is the best or finest. Americans
might say that something is the cat's meow and the cat's pajamas.

Children might call a child who is easily frightened a fraidy cat or a scaredy cat. A
copycat is someone who acts just like someone else or copies another person's work. A fat
cat is a person with a lot of money.

You may have known that cats spent most of their time sleeping. Sometimes people
sleep for a short time during the day. This is called a cat nap.

If you tell about something that was supposed to be a secret, we say you let the cat out
of the bag. If you are not able to speak or answer a question someone might ask if the cat
has got your tongue.

Have you ever watched children in a classroom when their teacher leaves for a few
minutes? When the cat's away, the mice will play means people sometimes misbehave when
there is no supervision.

You may have heard this expression: curiosity killed the cat. This means being too
concerned about things that are not your business might cause problems.

If your home is very small, you might say there is not enough room to swing a cat. But
you probably should not try this at home!

If you ever had cats as pets, you know it is difficult to train them or to get them to do
something. Cats are not like sheep or cows that can be moved in a group. So we say a
difficult or impossible job is like herding cats.
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Translation

EEEH, BEERTXUNEY. A, &
FZXTFENEERTENFTT . BLBEZERE
NS, ﬁﬂéﬂé MREANELEREFH, &
WNEDRHR, BRI ilooks like the cat
that ate the canary (IEEB/EFE, giEs
22— *i)

B, HEERGFB SRR/

L, WE{Rplay cat and mouse with
someone (XFEARIBHIY) , HEREEWRF
EAfIRERTTAZE. fFlI, —PNZFARE
A —LIER, BRYBLPRIEMFBEIMAS
1Zt XICHEREET o

HERBEEME /N E EMAE
Ao iEZiEthat looks like somethlng the cat
dragged ingRRHIE “HIHRERE”

BRI HEXBBNEER S ERITH
Aig. ZEEATRISNESHARTZcat's meow

(RE MM, 4% 7T) , =ithe cat's pajamas
(JEERE) -

BZFIA RSB — MR S ZIR I ZFM
fraidy catgscaredy cat (fB/\5) . copycat
R “EEEGhARDEBATENAN ,
fat catig “?E;?ﬁ BN o

REJBERNE, WAMONEEEEL. B

D_3 Wtéﬁﬁ%@ﬁflﬁ%ﬁ'

B, AMIBXRsE—/NSIL,
(FTAEEJL)

MBRGEL T AR HERTHME, HNH
ifRlet the cat out of the bag (Gi{fAER) -
MPRAER LK EBLE —NEBENER, Af]
£ a{R |f the cat has got your tongue? (I
T? ATATFHIE? )

REERBIZMEFARE R ZINZF]
15 ? When the cat's away, the mice will
play GEJLAE, ZREE) BRE “EREM

ABREBHERT, AMIBERSFLERILHITATR
Uity

{RETRENT I I IX M 4E1E . curiosity killed
the cat ((F&HEH) . EMERZE, TFx
AMBEC R XHESERMM.

MBRRIB/N, R, there is not
enough room to swing a cat GEJHIEZENT
BEARY, ERENES) . XANITE, R
LRBRASEZRERBIXAMA!

MRMRBEFIE, RBESMEZIIFRE]
FHILENBERZAEET . BARFRF—H
TEAHETE. L, BITBESIE—HERERF

A BE 52 A A T fEFR{Elike herding cats.

XFicat nap

Never Lost Again

1. look like the cat that ate the canary 3k

SEOPE, BRIVISLEnE—#, FiEk—

Bl OEE BRFETF. 2 | think he is too proud. He always looks like the cat that ate the

canary. (EX/MAFHT, 28

ISRFHFNET. )
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2. play cat and mouse with someone X AAISEI, XFFEA; F¥wEA, 0 | think
most people don't like those who like play cat and mouse with them. (FX#EXKZEAED
SENRIBLEILFMIAL )
3. that looks like something the cat dragged in HfR&TAFEE—H#%, 0 | just
cannot understand why her dress always looks like something the cat dragged in. (3
AETRHBA T2 MMNKRERBEEERIPLERE. )

4. cat's meow RENAY, AR T ; the cat's pajamas [{EIF]= @AY (HEHEM . REFH)A
(sk=, %), 0: If this stuff is really the cat's pajamas, then why aren't we seeing it
applied to every optical disc system. (WRXPMRAARMBENIE, BATARKINTER
HERNAEMENEAUERS. )

5. afraidy /caredy cat iB/\5®; a copycat 5 BfItEhZE; fat cat BEERHA;
EIMEEAN; BERARBUATIAMEA; cat nap $5¥THEJL

EEBUAE

L
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6. let the cat out of the bag tiEfii2, HMAKXH. EHFThe catis out of the bag. []Fi
FMEE, BEfEAE.

7. Has the cat got your tongue? [ VEIB/REIE LI L T2 HHARHIE? 21: Why don't
you defense for yourself? Has the cat got your tongue? ({RATATRHNEDHHR? T
REERIIETH? )

8. When the cat's away, the mice will play. [EP#JLTE, ERKFE (KT, /INEBE
2, WhEERE, BTFHRKE) @ Joe seems to be on his high hourse these days .
This is "When the cat's away , the mice will play." (FiXJIRABARAT—itt. EN T A

“BARER, FEFHRE - )

9. curiosity killed the cat 1F& =%, $51F&&1m. #0: Don't follow him to seek the truth,
curiosity killed the cat. (FIIREMIHKEMT, FHFEIM. )

10. there is not enough room to swing a cat EFIZHMN T &R, KREBENEUES
Zn: | don't want to invite him to my house, because there is not enough room to swing

acat. (HABILMBBIRER, EAFMEERN. )

b A
E {$ =¥ g Learning More
BEE— AAR T RNEEX ! 9

S XM IR EIEMEIE:
1. Acat has nine lives.
HWENFG. (RERE, BENES R )
2. agree like cats and dogs
[CIEIEFIR—HFETR, TE2ETK
3. enough to make a cat [horse] laugh
WMEAK; LEAKERST
4. enough to make a cat speak
[QIR AR, FHEALFH
5. ltrains cats and dogs.
THREKXN, AWEE
6. like a cat on hot bricks
BIRARZ, W AR
7. The scalded cat fears cold water.
[iZ] #2 A%, B2 /K BIA(—EIRIER, =F IR, )
8. That's like putting the cat near the goldfish bowl.
SIRAE; STiEERESEIlE.
9. The catdid it.
[DIEIRITRAN; AEIIEM. (EFEFREMNIE. )
10. The cat jumps.
[AIERBERT .
11. The cat shuts its eyes when stealing cream.
(Bl E&RR,; BEyhneE, S2MERE.
12. The cat would eat fish and would not wet her feet.

L&, XIEE T (B & X IAE; RS EIREM AR X ARIEERE).
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In the past, many people depended on horses for &
transportation, farming and other kinds of work. A lot of people still
like to ride horses. And, horse racing is also popular. So it is not
surprising that Americans still use expressions about the animals.

Long ago, people who were rich or important rode horses
that were very tall. Today, if a girl acts like she is better than

everyone else, you might say she should get off her high horse.

Yesterday my children wanted me to take them to the playground. But | had to finish my
work, so | told them to "hold your horses". Wait until | finish what | am doing. My two boys like
to compete against each other and play in a violent way. | always tell them to stop horsing
around or someone could get hurt.

We live in a small town. It does not have any exciting activities to offer visitors. My
children call it at a one-horse town.

Last night, | got a telephone call while | was watching my favorite television show. |
decided not to answer it because wild horses could not drag me away from the television.
There was nothing that could stop me from doing what | wanted to do.

Sometimes you get information straight from the horse's mouth. It comes directly from the
person who knows most about the subject and is the best source. Let us say your teacher
tells you there is going to be a test tomorrow. You could say you got the information straight
from the horse's mouth. However, you would not want to call your teacher a horse!

You may have heard this expression: You can lead a horse to water, but you cannot
make him drink. That means you can give someone advice but you cannot force him to do
something he does not want to do.

Sometimes a person fights a battle that has been decided or keeps arguing a question
that has been settled. We say this is like beating a dead horse.

In politics, a dark-horse candidate is someone who is not well known to the public.
Sometimes, a dark horse unexpectedly wins an election.

Another piece of advice is, do not change horses in midstream. You would not want to get
off one horse and on to another in the middle of a river. Or make major changes in an activity
that has already begun. In the past, this expression was used as an argument to re-elect a
president, especially during a time when the country was at war.
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Translation

TE, BEAKEDREH. FREMEM
KUY TIE. BEFUE, REAMRBRENRED,
MEDSEHRRRIT Bit, NFEEAKER,
MRERAXTFINRIL, HRSAREIES

RAART, REBBRHEMABHHAZE
FEEER. EESERND. X, HE—D
THZAESRELEERERNEFEHESLEEMA
755, RA[Aiiithget off her high horse (5
BERF)

X, ZFNERGHLNERT, EE2R
BHEITEERR. B thi%hold your
horses (%5—%) , EHWF LN ITIETK;
BEHFEDILFERUBZIN TR B TS, F—
EIRfth{1listop horsing around (ZI#§iFE) ,
SNEARZHN.

BMNEE—NNEL, XERBEMAATH
HESMPRRES. HPZETFNHREHR “one-
horse town (FRE) ~ , EEB “SH/N
#H
FERE, RMEBECEZSHANT BNE,
MIEmT . FARAESEE, BAwild horses
could not drag me away (¥t ReeE e
E) — REAMATERBHELEGE S EMK
M.

BRE, KA “BIRE—FAER . X
BRBEERBRTHEBEANA, EREFNERR
e tbmn, ZIRGEIRREXREE—1ER, RY
Pl B & straight from the horse's mouth (1§
FTE-FHEHE) - HR, RASEERERN
ZIHAS.

RATAEIT I IXH —Fh5RIA: You can lead
a horse to water, but you cannot make him
drink. (fREJAIESZEZ|KID, BREERILER
Ko ) BEER “REEBAMARIN, BIRTH
BB E C NEMME .

B, —MASLKERYCEFTENESE,
HEXN—PEEMRM BRI XNk,
{1k fttbeat a dead horse (HiFTZED) =
TEX.

EBGE £, dark-horse candidate ( 25
BEAN) FEHEARAARBIEEA, MEE
EEEZEPSEINARE.

F—%E#i¢Zdo not change horses in
midstream (IAFREHRD) . fFEHKE
n, REARSEBMN LI TRAGEHES—NE
B, ®F, RERASN—EEFRIVEIME
EXTERW. EFE, LERLYERLTFER
S, X—REEHARESERS.

Never Lost Again
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1. get off one's high horse 1L AT, ABAFHIE, BRIRF. high horsetsHIB T
%L, BPREXAMASE @: The minute Max starts arguing, he gets on his high horse. (R
Z—HHR$L, MaxieBd—aeSELNER. ) HISIHEMNEIELE ride one's
high horse, #R#ghigh horsefIERHMRAESEBRZEENER, e “BEaLKD,
BRIZE, BERTHHET - 0 If you keep riding your high horse, you will lose
your best friends. (MRIREZ—BIRTEZANFEF, MEXEREFHAXN. )

2. hold one's horses fif:ty, JUES, W% 4#F 21: Hold your horses! This is just the kind
of work that needs patience most. ({FS, XEEZENHEM Lo )

3. horse around #Zjf] %f: Stop horsing around and get to work for Pete's sake! (H|3t7,
FIETEEE. ) S4h, horse around 5 play around FIERE, FrLAIRE AGIR:
Do you want to horse around? A] 3| AN 2BIEIRER D, BRI E M KIEANH-

4. wild horses could not drag somebody away from something(doing something) 25 5#p3
RARESR, "RR—DMA—BTEROMES, EMAFHREEML. I: You'd better give

L
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it up, once he decides to do something, wild horses can not drag him away from that. (F;
ERERETE, fh—BREMMTA, A4EHUARDEK! )

5. get information straight from the horse's mouth 3k 8B %R, BIEIIE—F &R
You can count on him. He always has ways to get information straight from the horse's
mouth. (fRATLAMRIEM, fthBRBDMERIE—FER. )

6. You can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make him drink. X 2FK{[1HE ANEIL
B “ZAERBKRE; SBHENARHE , RRFRAERENAMEREEHRNES.
%A I'd rather to give up. After all, you can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make
him drink. Let her decide what she wants to do. (FHEBXEHMIXFEEIR, EZE, BAKN
MAH, B SRREBSEFHAR. )

7. beat/flog a dead horse ERE MR T RO, MR, BEROE; REEN. X1E
BRTANER, T KX THDHREZRFT LI, BEABELRSCRREITHF
FXKFET . W If you want to complain about the unfair result, fine. Just remember you
are beating a dead horse. (MRRERMEBARAFHNER, BER. AT, REILE,
REXFMIREFT TR ) XPIBEQEPALUXHR:

A: I'd like to talk with you again about what happened.
(RBBRIFIKKMRENEE. )
B: Oh, Come on. Let's not beat a dead horse.
(BT, ?BAa%EOET. ) AN XTIMNEEHFRE, W dark horse —f5|
HALFERMAZE, hold one's horse RREHFFEAMITH, —RAEVAZR
T, AEAFINIFGES. talk horsely “Mr4" . (horsei¥fy “4” )

8. dark horse 25, IEEABRKMNEIRSEA; XEN ‘B BEABRSHZE
M EINEBEZ SR M. 21 Whatever the outcome of the election, he is still a dark
horse. (FLILILZELERIMA, INAR—LES. )

9. do not change horses in midstream FigE# D, EEHEHEN D EAEMANH K.
%n: We have been carrying on this plan for six months, | don't think it's a good idea to
change horses in midstream. (FfIMITRIEEHTHFT, HRINAPEMEXAK
HERRIFE. )
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Americans use many expressions with the word dog. People in the United States love
their dogs and treat them well. They take their dogs for walks, let them play outside and
give them good food and medical care. However, dogs without owners to care for them lead
a different kind of life. The expression, to lead a dog's life, describes a person who has an
unhappy existence.

Some people say we live in a dog-eat-dog world. That means many people are
competing for the same things, like good jobs. They say that to be successful, a person has
to work like a dog. This means they have to work very, very hard. Such hard work can make
people dog-tired. And, the situation would be even worse if they became sick as a dog.

Still, people say every dog has its day. This means that every person enjoys a
successful period during his or her life. To be successful, people often have to learn new
skills. Yet, some people say that you can never teach an old dog new tricks. They believe
that older people do not like to learn new things and will not change the way they do things.

Some people are compared to dogs in bad ways. People who are unkind or uncaring
can be described as meaner than a junkyard dog. Junkyard dogs live in places where people
throw away things they do not want. Mean dogs are often used to guard this property. They
bark or attack people who try to enter the property. However, sometimes a person who
appears to be mean and threatening is really not so bad. We say his bark is worse than his
bite.

A junkyard is not a fun place for a dog. Many dogs in the United States sleep in safe
little houses near their owners' home. These doghouses provide shelter. Yet they can be cold
and lonely in the winter.
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Husbands and wives use this doghouse term when they are angry at each other. For
example, a woman might get angry at her husband for coming home late or forgetting their
wedding anniversary. She might tell him that he is in the doghouse. She may not treat him
nicely until he apologizes. However, the husband may decide that it is best to leave things
alone and not create more problems. He might decide to let sleeping dogs lie.

Dog expressions also are used to describe the weather. The dog days of summer are
the hottest days of the year. A rainstorm may cool the weather. But we do not want it to rain
too hard. We do not want it to rain cats and dogs.

p- 4
D_? Lcd x,,,%l?]: Translation

\\

EZEPRENSNHERETE AW . EEA BERAEEANPERLRAM T, ER—RER
RESH, FEEHH. NEEER, 1bAE WHERERIPBR. ﬁn%ﬁ)\iﬁlﬁﬁiﬁ%é?mﬂw
FONRE, BT BIREETRiE, B =, AmeERKMNREREARE. B2, BHA
2, REEAKREINASERETENESE. AZMNFERRUFRIR, THERME, B
>Ji5lead a dog's life (IEHEM—HMETE) , IR EHRIAZE, FAVFRIXF AHis bark is
BRI P AEENREABREE. worse than his bite. (JJF%, SEL. )

BARBMNGE—D “AIEH” PR, TR, BRFBHFRZ—NTFEL.
XERERZ AL HNEHA Hirdog-eat-dog EEEFZHABEEEIABETRLRRE/NAE
world (HZith=S$%E) , tLIRTF TIE. fib(] B, ARATEN—NENZEH, BRELRE
T— M ANERKIhBIIERE T Zwork like a dog (5 MRARESREITASNNE,
m—Hw) , BERHMNEIEREES RERBAEERK LN SHBSFERRZXA
B XMIBEM TELEILAdog-tired (FifE 1\, flmn, —NZEARESRALKRER AR
HR) , MAZZMNBREREENIE, EHEH EIETEBLSHMToESR. hedhiFsik
BT R %3’@%%%@ BRI REHRA 23 thT-

REm, AMIE2 i% Every dog has BR, LIXTHESESHEFIEEXESR, I

its day. (AABEFH/EN. ) X EHRER EhEBELIE, fhATseRELet sleeping dogs lie
EEMASLEME pEPE’J%ExETﬁH S EE (BETA) -
BIBLIN. AT S ﬁJiIJJ AMIZRELZITFH AR SDERFSERARERERS. B
K, B2, AMEREREETF HHAZEZHS Zffjthe dog days of summer (=XX) #E
o ﬂ’rﬂl‘li}dsfﬁtéa’wwﬁl%gféiﬁ%?ﬁﬁ, R —FRFERANPLER. BRNATLESILRSRE
BERT4EEAR. —&, BERNTERERARNT. BRINTEE

BHASHEIERANAAER. 2EmESE rain cats and dogs (ZEAM) o

MAEN SR (junk dog) &R,

D_3 E ‘%% 522% Never Lost Again

1. lead a dog's life & ZEBH4E 40: He looks so bad recently. | guess he is leading a
dog's life. (fhiAEER[ERE, RFBMEFREES. )

2. dog-eat-dog world =& ZIH9H-5E 20: You had better try your best at school because
it is a dog-eat-dog world. ((REFEFRREANE I, BAREZ— 1M EFHRAH
5o )
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3. work like adog & H Tk

4. dog-tired fFEHIR

5. sick as adog JFEE™E #: Jimis in hospital. He is sick as a dog. (Fi#{Fpc 7T, ftb
RHRFE. )

6. Every dog has its day. A A HEER. 20: Mary looks so energetic these days. It is
true that every dog has its day. (BIFNIXLRERFRIEHFTH. BREANZBAAEBR/E
AT )

7. You can never teach an old dog new tricks. R RNREFSFIHMAES HE=Y. W
A: Why don't you give the new DVD to grandpa?

(RAT AT B EHEFHIDVDRZASZHZER? )
B: Come on! You can never teach an old dog new tricks. He is old-fashioned.
(B7TIE! {RARRILTIHRABEZHEY. ftb&R~FIH. )

8. meaner than a junkyard dog tt1u3 17/ 58 B2 &0

9. His bark is worse than his bite. th 2] F¥ESE.(>. : Don't take Mike's words
seriously. His bark is worse than his bite. (FIEZ A AL EE, MR FESE
Lo )

10. in the doghouse %418, %%

11. Let sleeping dogs lie EZ5 A #A: Enough is enough! Why not just let sleeping dogs
lie? (7! AFATREETAR? )

12. the dog days of summer ={Xk, ERTKRARHET 0 Itis late July now, the dog days
of summer. (MERELAR, ERHEAN=RKK. )

13. rain cats and dogs TZ[5%AM #0: Don't go out. It is raining cats and dogs. (Z|ZI4h
mx, ETHERME. )
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The expression firework gets its meaning from the fireworks that people shoot into the
sky when they are celebrating a great event. Rockets explode to fill the dark, night sky with
bright reds and blues, with yellows and greens and whites.

The expression also means a great show of noisy anger, or something exciting. For
example, a defense lawyer in a court trial may become very emotional in arguing with
the government lawyer about evidence affecting the accused. The judge finally stops the
loud argument and calls the two lawyers forward. He tells them, "l want no more of these
fireworks in my courtroom."

Another kind of fireworks can be any event or activity that is especially exciting. One
such event is falling in love. If anything can produce fireworks, it is a sweetheart's kiss or the
touch of a lover's hand. Often movie or television cartoons show fireworks to represent the
excitement of a kiss.

People use the expression fireworks throughout the year. But if you live in the United
States and want to see real fireworks, the best time of the year is the Fourth of July, which
is Independence Day in the United States. Americans traditionally celebrate their nation's
freedom with giant public parties and fireworks at night.

In Washington, for example, large crowds gather near the Washington Monument to
listen to music and watch a huge fireworks show. In other cities and smaller towns, local
people listen to band concerts and watch fireworks explode in a dark sky.

Many other countries around the world also enjoy the tradition of exploding fireworks on
special days. In Australia, the city of Sydney begins each new year with a fireworks show at
midnight. China is the birthplace of fireworks. Large fireworks shows were held often during
earlier times in China. Now, people use small fireworks to help celebrate weddings and
birthdays.

France also has a great fireworks tradition. A large fireworks show always takes place
on Bastille Day which celebrates the beginning of the French Revolution. The French city of
Cannes holds an international fireworks competition each year in July and August.
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